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CHAPTER  III.

ENGLISH COLONISTS IN  BENGAL.

HITHERTO we have written of " tings and tetrarehs and
all great things " in India. Now let us go to a different
degree in the social scale, to those who were alluded to
as the real colonists of India in the first of these chapters.
There are now hundreds, or rather thousands, of our
countrymen settled in India who may be taken as repre-
senting the middle-classes of England; though it might
be more correct to use the public-school term, the
" upper-middle ^ classes. Some of these are employed
in the cultivation and manufacture of indigo, or sugar,
or jute, or other mercantile produce, in the hot and
steamy plains of Bengal. Others, who are engaged in
the management of tea-gardens, occupy hilly tracts,
many of which are as hot and steamy as the plains;
though some tea is grown at high altitudes, and in a
comparatively cooler climate, as on the mountain-slopes
around Darjeling. Others are employed in managing